THE SIXTH OF FEBRUARY

ByMaxBeloff
IN AN ARTICLE dealing with the question of why so little historical
work has been done on the problems of the last two decades of the
Third Republic, M. Rene Reniond points out that no satisfactory book
has been written so far on the"Sixth of February" and its consequences.1
The present essay is in no sense an attempt to fill this gap. It origi-
nated indeed in quite another way, in a seminar devoted to the
study of Revolutions and coups d'etat that have been successful: but
what about the ones that did not come off? There might be something
to be gleaned from them too. But of course, if a Revolution or coup
d'etat fails how can one know that it was ever seriously intended? In
this respect the Paris riots of 6 February 1934 provide a good example.
Even today, over twenty years later, the only thing people seem agreed
upon is that they were important. But this importance is looked for in
two directions. In the first place, there is the light thrown by the riots
on the immediately pre-war phase in the long French tradition of
anti-Parliamentary movements of the Right. As a French historian has
written recently: "It is in the perspective of the street riots of the
1 Rene Remond, "La Fin de la Troisieme Republique", Revue Prosaist de
Science Politique, vol. VII, no. 2 (1957). The main source for the riots themselves
is to be found in the reports of the Commission of Enquiry (including the
minutes of the evidence). This Commission was set up by the Chamber of
Deputies. Its Documents were published as Chambre de Deputes: Rapport de la
Commission d'Enquete sur Us Evenements du 6fefvrier 1934 (i5th Legislature, Session
of 1934. Documents 3383-3393). The Commission's findings were summarised
by its President, M. Laurent Bonnevay, in his book Les Joumees swglmtes de
fevrier 1934. (1935). The most useful account is still that written immediately
afterwards by Mr. Alexander Werth in his France in Ferment (London, 1934).
(All books mentioned are published in Paris unless otherwise stated.) See also an
unpublished Thesis "Les Groupes Anti-Parlementaires Republicains de Droite
en France de 1933 a 1939" by H. Maizy, presented at the Institut des Sciences
Politiques in 1952. For assistance with documentation, I wish to thank two
French friends, M. Jacques Kayser and M M|ttel Dogan.